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Nor is our belief in such salvation a vain one. " The Gita (says
Barnett) has a gospel to deliver, telling of a consecration of life's every
work to the selfless service of God, and an Infinite Love that, at every
place and every time, pours forth its illimitable grace to all that seek
after it."
The next objection noticed above has reference to the in.diffcrcn.ce
which the Teddnta advocates to things earthly, to earthly attach-
ments, etc.
It is said that a philosophy or theology which insists on the
abandonment of all earthly concerns, on the killing of all passions
and desires, for the purpose of obtaining union with God, simply
means an attempt to go empty-handed into an empty house, to be
there left as it were alone with God without any world to mediate
between the two, with. the result that in the ecstatic vision of the
Absolute the light of reason is extinguished. This is what Dr. Edward
Caird has said of the Stoic system.
We in India also consider it a true and a noble lesson that nothing
on earth is ours except our own thoughts and deeds, which we carry
with us; that all things pertaining to our empiric consciousness are
transient and ephemeral—wealth, fame, honors, even our domestic
affections and bonds of friendship—that all these have, no doubt, their
limited aims and ends, and serve as steps in our progressive develop-
ment and enlightenment; but for higher and spiritual ends they
have to be left behind.
No doubt, too, we insist on the practice ol self-denial.
The question however is whether, in doing so, we strip ourselves
of aU that we had, and try to reach an abstract emptiness, deluding
ourselves into the belief that we have attained the goal, or that we
are possibly on the way to it, when in reality we are only in a. state
of spiritual nudity and physical nothingness.
If spiritual enlightenment pre-supposes the transcendence of the
ethical standpoint as an accomplished fact, if man at this stage has
already transcended the world of sense-experience, if, at this stage,
as Fichte says, all wrappings disappear and the world passes away
for him with her dead principle/ or if, as Shankar says, the world ap-
1 See supra Chap. 4, and cJ. Ved. Sutr.m,2,21 S. B. E. Vol. 38, p. 163.

